Upon a basis of an experience of fifty years in medicine the author has compiled a compact array of symptoms, evaluating them as aids in the diagnosis of disease. He does not attempt to belittle the laboratory procedures, but urges the modern physician not to lose sight of the value of a careful study of symptoms while seeking his way through a maze of laboratory data. The references are up to date and the opinions of the author to which one might take exception are few. The material is well arranged and the style is pleasant, making the text of interest to both student and practitioner. Every author of a text desires to tell a connected story in the most exact and entertaining manner possible. The Werthems present in this book "a synthetic view of the varied aspects of the living organism and all its forces" in so far as they are reflected in the histopathology of the nervous system. Throughout the presentation, they constantly call attention to the fact that in the presence of a lesion the nervous system as a whole as well as the histology at any particular point must be studied. Moreover, they stress the importance of considering the nervous system as but a part of the whole organism. In their own words, "At its present stage, neurohistology needs closer relationship not with psychopathology but with somatopathology."
The book is divided into sections, the first three of which deal chiefly with technics of examination. Three more sections follow, discussing varieties and distributions of lesions of the brain. An interesting section on the extent of the normal raises numerous intriguing and perhaps debatable questions. The difficulty of interpretation of the lesions is discussed at some length. Apt illustrations are drawn from the histopathology of the cerebellum. A very brief consideration of comparative histopathology is included. This is a much neglected field which it is hoped will some day be amplified. The histopathology of syndromes follows with a particular section devoted to a consideration of schizophrenia. The decision is reached that as yet no structural changes can be recognized in this disease.
Finally, a consideration is given to forensic neurohistology. A selected bibliography of 117 references is included, and an index. The 166 figures appear as plates at the end of the book. Such a distribution of figures is always annoying and particularly so in what is otherwise a useful book.
